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Greenville County schools go green

67-school construction
project focuses on
conservation, efficiency

EY LEIGH SAVAGE
comrunity editor

Budents may ol nattee the lNeastures That
make Greenville County's new  schools
“oreen,” bt designers =ay the attention 1o
detadl creates 8 healthier learning environ-
ment, preserves notural reseirces and will
ultimately save the school district hundreds of
thausandsz af dollars.

*Everybady wha is deing any building taday
i4 lsaking al green milialives,” savd Don Buck,
CED of Institutional Kesouroes, the company
heading up the 67-schoal, 1862 million con-
atruction  project in Greenville County.
“Whether its an ofTice, & home or 8 &chssl, it
ereates & better environ ment.”

The zix elementary schools that opened this
yeur — Blythe, Robert E, Cashion, Mountsin
View, Zimpsonville, Slater-Marietta  and
Westcliffe — are the first examples of the
desipn principles that all 67 schoals will fea-
twre when the construction project is complete.

The Gresen Design Initiative implemented
by Insritutinal Hesources for the Gresnyille
County achool construction program = msd-
eled after the LEED program created by the
LS, Green Building Council, The LEED
{Lendership in Energy snd Envirenmental
Nesigny Green Building Rating System is a
valuntary nationel standard for developing
high-peerformance, sustainable buildings.

While some people associale green design
with higher <constrection cosis, Buck sayvs

Theat’s not always the case.
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InRe puat together a team of designers and con-
sultants that created checklists of the strategies
that shauld be uzed] m the schoods Thal team
inCludesd Innovative Design dnd Pades Consulting
Fraom Raledgh, N.CL as well & Jobinston Design
Geroupy, Earth Desizn, Overstreet Stadice and HZL
oun of the Grreenville ared

“Cir input into the green ininadve primarily
dizalt with assisting with creating green design
guldelines,” says Scott Joehnston of Johmstan
Dezipn Group, which specializes in gresn oon-
struction. *We also did the materialz research.”

Architects desdigning schools are given
design puides and checklsis o assist them as
they draw plans

The keys to the green design &t the schools
are preservatisn, conservation and elTicient
use, peenrding to 8 document presented o
schonl board members this week

Preservation involves positioning a new
schal on @ site in o way that considers the
existing wegetation, genlogical pattern and
wildlife habitats. This technigque saves land-
scaping Munds by taking advan-
tage of native plants and trees.

The positioning of the school
on the 1o ¢an al=o enhance light,
p=sist with climate control and
create g more visually appealing
ETVIHITHE

In additicm, the constructien pkin
makes use of presevisting buildings
where appropriate. OF the &7
sk in the preogram, anly 21 &re
curvently marked [or demaoalition;
the remaining buildings will = ren-
ovaDE] o expranded

Water conservation involves effi-
clent tlets, urinals Bnd showers
that reduce total water usage st each

confining them to foothall felds, The remainder of
the landseape is made up of kel snd native plants
thest dlion't recpre special irmigation.

In designing the =chonls, planners alse looked
far ways o et ulility costs, which typically adkl
e Ein STHEOO per year al an elementary school
arnd 300000 per yesar @l bigh schools

Building designs that reduce air condition-
ng and hearing costs by 10 percent Can =ave g
total of 51 million per wear, sceording to
Institutional Resources

“There are individual climate control systems
within each classroom, =o that = a more efficient
s af the system,” Buck savs, “Lighting s anngh-
er high emergy user in schodals, 20 0 comes back
Ly whal we ciEm Do wwith bailding ocienlatvon Lo
take sdvantape of daylight™

Studies have shsyn that increasing the amdiant
of pariral lght i achools Gan improve siudent
performance,

The schools also have monitors that gt the
lightz off when no one is in the poom

The materials used in the buildings are eners
gy=efficient, including rofs with madiant barri-
ers, hiph-efliciency windows, walls with high
thermal miss and the use ol Hght codors and
shading where appropriste.

Adohnsti 2ays & Penelit That many peaple donT
think «f when cnsidering groen scliwds i3 the
effect it can have on future generstions

“It creates opportunities to teach the nesxt
generation to ke more sustainabde in how they
think," he says. It will be second nature for
them to recycle; second nature for them b hnve
day-lit scheols; and maybe even o have some
sofar power. 1 can have a mulliplying effect”

He saye while Greenville schoals ane among
thee edrlest sdopring The techniques, green =choo]
districts are the wave af the Muture

“It's going to becoms very commaon, becanse
it just makes great ecanemic sense, even UF you
don't care shout the environment,” he says



