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An Uncommon Cottage

A showcase home at Furman U. teaches about sustainability—and generates good PR

BY SCOTT CARLSON

GREENVILLE, 8.C.
HE FIRST THOUGHT that comes to mind
I upon seeing the Cliffs Cottage at Fur-
man University: This thing looks a bit
out of place.

The building is not a lab or a series of
classrooms—not at the moment, at least—
but an upscale, environmentally friend-
ly model home. It is the kind of place that
makes visitors dream of themselves at the
professional-style kitchen range, making sor-
bet from organic local produce, or stretched
out on furniture made with recycled and
organic upholstery. (Since it's a luxurious
house, those fantasies might also have to in-
clude a better-paying job or a considerable in-
heritance.)

Custom-built for the shelter-magazine
dreams of Seuthern Living, a sponsor of the
home, the house seems better suited for a
tony subdivision. What’s it doing here?

The Cliffs Corttage actually appears to be an
ingenious stroke of marketing savvy for Fur-
man. As Seuthern Living’s fourth “showcase
home.” both it and Furman will be featured in
the magazine, which has 16 million readers,
over the next year. From now until next sum-
mer, about 30,000 Southern Living readers
will flock to Greenville to tour the house and
learn about green building—and see Furman’s
campus in the process.

In June 2009, when the magazine moves
on to its next showcase home and the tourists
stop visiting, the 3,400-square-foot house—

with its many solar panels and other cutting-
edge green technologies, discounted or do-
nated by more than 110 companies eager to
get their names into the magazine—will be-
come Furman’s sustainability center.

Then students and professors will study
how the green materials perform over time
and report some of that information to com-
panies that contributed to the project. Duke
Energy, for example, gave $1.5-million for
the house’s solar panels and is interested in
how the technologies perform so it can make
solar energy part of its energy mix in the fu-

hotter than sustainability. When the project
is finished, the nonprofit organization retains
ownership of the home and is able to use it
however the group pleases. The Wren House
at Clemson University’s South Carolina Bo-
tanical Garden was the first showcase home,
opening in 1998. After its stint as a showcase
property, it was transformed into a visitors
center.

David E. Shi, president of Furman, heard
about Southern Living’s concept in 1999 and
contacted the magazine.

Furman was about to strike a deal with

Shingles made from recycled rubber were shot down because

they would produce a “heat-island effect,” or heat up
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credentials to be part of the project. “We had
some pretty fierce debates” with companies,
says Edward C. Marshall, Furman’s director
of special projects.

For example, manufacturers of prefabri-
cated wall and floor systems called structural
insulated panels, or SIP’s, sent half a dozen
emissaries along with representatives from
their trade association to push their way into
the project. Mr. Marshall and the project’s ar-
chitect, Scott Johnston, had determined that
SIP’s were too dependent on petroleum in
their manufacture.

“They were aghast, inflammatory, and re-
ally hard-nosed about why we didn’t go with
a SIP’s structure.” Mr. Marshall says. They
backed off when he told them that Weyer-

the environment around the house, and because they were ugly.

ture. (For now, most of the energy Duke pro-
duces is based on coal.) As a bonus, the pan-
els will produce 35 kilowatts of energy per
hour—far more than the house will use. The
surplus will supplement power on the cam-
pus.

LEADERS IN SUSTAINABILITY

The home is meant to educate anyone who
visits it, says Derick Belden, executive edi-
tor of Seuthern Living. The magazine forms
partnerships with nonprofit organizations to
either build or renovate its showcase homes,
which exemplify a hot trend in home de-
sign—and at the moment nothing could be

Southern Living when the attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, occurred. The university and
the magazine decided to put the project on
hold. Over the next several years, Furman
worked at establishing a reputation as an in-
stitution committed to sustainability, with
Mr. Shi taking a leading role in efforts like
the American College and University Presi-
dents Climate Commitment.

So when talks about the showcase home
started up again two years ago, it was certain
that the house would be a green home.

That goal is more complicated than it
might sound, especially when dealing with
companies that try to exaggerate their green

h r, a billion-dollar lumber company, had
offered to donate $100.000 worth of specially
treated, mold-inhibiting studs, joists, and truss-
es made from Southern yellow pine. a fast-
growing tree native to the South. The SIP’s
manufacturers could not match that offer.

In other cases—such as choosing a roof-
ing material—the challenge was picking the
lesser of evils. Mr. Marshall and Mr. John-
ston rejected a steel roof because it used a
nonrenewable material. Shingles made from
recycled rubber were shot down because they
would produce a “heat-island effect,” or heat
up the environment around the house, and
because they were ugly.

The project’s coordinators finally went
with shingles made from Southern yellow
pine treated with copper azole, a wood pre-
servative. In years to come, students and fac-
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where to hang stockings for the Christmas

& fantasy version of a green home, the
Cottage itsell represents a central par-
adox. A 3.400-square-foot home on a big lot
with a three-car garage is hardly sustal

and into cisterns, which will be used 1o ir-
rigate the grounds, including o quarter-acre

AN IMHERSRY TENSION and reeyeled materials are in-

Mr. Shi says the house represents the
inherent tension in sustainability: that it is
Traught with “trade-offs, compromises, and

d.
The size of the house was a point of “hot
y" debate, says Frank M. Powell, a
professor of health and exercise science who
is o leading sustainability advocate on the
campus, The house started at 4,000 square

designers and university tried 10 be, *
were very few purcly be
l

e of the house was dictat-
as 4 green model home but
y as never intended 1o be a
home at all. Furman needed the space for of-

CVEN SOME COMPromises ma uln. I'nr .\nr.'f.h
ern Living, such as the fireplace. Fireplaces
can be Ic ky i u.l‘..an mul thc mdmr air, but

Furman U.'s Cliffs Cottage incorporates
lecal, sustainable, and emaranmentally
friendty products. The interior features

(1) custom woodwork from local and
sustainable sources, and fumiture with
recycled and organic upholstery. The frame
and roof (2 and 3) are made from Southem
yellow pine, an abundant, fast-growing tree
species, which has been treated to resist
rot and insects. In the garden (4), hairloom
vegetables will be grown organicaily,

then sold to students, staff and faculty
members, A mold-inhibiting, formaldehde-
free fiberglass imsulation (5) was one of two
types used, and vanous kinds of solar panels
installed on and around the house (6) will
generate far more energy than it will require.

fices, meeting
the sustainab
tuge and its surrounding gardens will also
serve as a place for banguets. wedding recep-
tions, and other events,

Within a year. the kitchen cabinets will be
disassembled, the furmiture packed up, ul(l
the kitchen range moved out, and all wi
sold 1o new owners, The three-car garge wlll
become a barn for the organic garden.

For now the Cliffs Cottage—with ils
espresso-colored bamboo floors, plush bed-
rooms, and taupe walls—is a dreamscape.
Some 700 people toured the house the first
week it was open, in June. Mr. Belden, from
Southern Living, said he heand o
)'E}ll-“lll SWOMTIAN ON 8 CAne Wias amaol t‘_ ll'll'v'l'll-
slowly walking through the house, taking it
all in. When she left, she said: I didn’t Know
sustainability could be so pretry.”
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Apollo Group President

Resligns to Join Competitor
After he served just two and a hall

. : . t

. Brian
Mueller announced l.nt \\u.k that he
was resigning 1o tal ilar post at
Girand Canyon Uni aller in-

tion with big growth as tions.

Mr. Mueller's abrupt departure from
the Apollo Group Inc, is seen as a sign
that Grand Canyon will se
an even-more-visible player in Iht on-
line-education market. although it is
less clear what that means for Apollo,

Mr. Mueller, who hod worked a
Apollo since 1987, formerly ran the
University of Phoenix's online opera-
tiom, Girand Canyon, which e
Iy announced plans o go public, has
mude no seeret of its interest in grow-
ing via distance education,

The University of Phoenix enrolls
about 330,000 students. of which about
200,000 artend online. Grand von
reported enrolling about 14,700 stu-
‘h_m‘. s af June 2007, Officials say
s for 2008, which are not yet
m.JlI |Mr_ ure higher.

—GOLDIE BLUMENSTYK

Donations of Noncash Gifts
and Stock Are Rising Fast

Americans are giving away tens of
hillions of dollars worth of stock, art,
real estate, and other noncash gifts ev-
cording to the IRS,
port—the secoml of its
kind—the IRS found tha wxpayers
reported at least $411-billion worth of
noncash gifts in 2005, the latest year
for which data are available. The num-
ber of Americans who wrote off such
gifts was about the same as in 2004,

unt of those contributions
d by 10 percent.

Contributions included stocks and
other investments, real estate, ant and
collectibles, food, clothing, electronics,
household goods, cars and other vehi-
5 such as airline tick-
coun!ed iormc |.lr!_|:~l

midde up the next largest :nh.:n.‘
HOLLY HALL

Mississippi Jury Awards
$1.2-Million to Coaches

A state jury awarded almost $1.2-
million o three former soccer coacl

at the University of Southern M -
sippi. all men, who said they had been
subjected 10 sexual harassment, sexual
discrimination ack of due process
when the v y fired them, accond-
ing o the Hattiesburg American.

The lawsuit accused the university
and several of its officials of seeking the
coaches’ dismissal because they “pre-
ferred 10 have a woman coaching the
women’s soccer team.” One coach said
a universaty official had muade “se
athvinees™ toward hi
him. Another coach said a university
cial had tried to undermine his position.

University officials denied all of the
accusations, and a Southern Miss law-
ver siid he was “absolutely shocked m
the verdict.” If it is upheld on appeal, the
university would cover the jury award,
the newspaper reported.

—ANDREW MYTELKA
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